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OF I All Kl) A( HON 

1. The rcpl\' filed on l^ebruar) 1 1, 2()(J2. is not full} responsixe to the prior Offiee aetion 
beeause ofthe follow iiig oiiiissioii(s) or niatler(s): Applicant did not elect either a plant species 
or a gene species. In the restriction requirement mailed 08 13 01. an election of ( 1 ) a plant 
species and (2) and an ASK gene species was required. In regards to part (2). election of an ASK 
gene. Applicant replied that the requirement for these species elections w as not understood since 
''there are not different species of genes. Ihere is onl} the ASK-gene of Group Ilf In response, 
dependent claim 0 specifies different species ofthe AKS group 11 genes and the specification 
leaches on page 2 that ASK genes are a multigene famiK' that comprise \ arious members such as 
alpha, gamma, d/eta. etha and iota. An election oW)nc of these species is required since a 
consideration ofthe effects (the claimed functions) of modulating expression of an\' of these 
species would require an undue burden to search and examine as argued in the pre\ ious 
restriction requirement. In regards to part ( 1 ), election of a plant species. .Applicant argues that 
"all plants that ha\ e storage organs can be modified. To the extent that an election on this is 
appropriate the election would be to dicots." In response, claim 14 lists different species ot^ 
plants m w hich to express the .ASK genes. Since the .\SK genes are nati\ e to Arabidopsis and 
the specification does not teach their homoK^gs from the other claimed species, signi ficanlK 
different considerations for search and examination are required for consideration ofthe claimed 
functions, modification of storage organs using an .ASK gene m the different claimed plant 
species, l-or this reason, an election o\ o/w plant species is required for examination on the 
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merits. F^lease note that an election of one species of plant and one species of ASK gene is not 
permanent as in the case of a restriction to said species. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the abo\'e- 
mentioned reply appears to he hona Jidc. applicant is gi\en a TIME PE:RIOD of ONF. (1) 
MONTH or THIRl^Y (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, \vhiche\er is longer, 
w ithin w hich to suppl>' the omission or correction in order to a\ oid abandonment. 
EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR E136{a). 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commimications from the examiner 
should be directed to Mary M. Schniult, whose telephone number is (703) 308-4471. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supeiA isor. ,John I.cGiiwnlcr. ma\' be reached at (703) 308-0447. 

An\ inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Anal\st. KainiiLi Turner, whose telephone number is (703) 305-3413. 
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